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Accessory Sex Glands

SPECIES DIFFERENCES

Accessory Sex Glands (ASG)
Match the species with the Primary ASG (straight line) 

and Secondary ASG (dotted line)

Bull

Buck, Ram

Boar

Stallion

Stud dog, cat

Bulbourethral

Seminal vesicles

Prostate

Ampullae, seminal vesicles

• Ruminants

• Horses

• Laboratory animals

Ampullae and Seminal Vesicles

Who’s who?

HORSE

normal

BULL
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Inflammation of vesicular glands
Most Important in BULLS

• Whole lotta organisms:

– Arcanobacterium pyogenes – MOST COMMON

– Brucella abortus

– Myobacterium bovis

– BVD

– Mycoplasma?

BULL BULL

Inflammation of vesicular glands
Not common in STALLIONS

– Any old bacteria
• Might be a cause of COLIC

– Equine arteritis virus
• Can be shed from here for a very long time (also from 
bulbourethral glands)

Inflammation of vesicular glands
Not very important in sheep and goats

– EXCEPT!!!!  ‐ This is where Brucella melitensis can hang out 
now and then (however, venereal transmission of B. 
melitensis is not the most common way this organism is 
transmitted!).
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GUINEA PIG

MOUSE

Bulbourethral glands

• Boars

• Laboratory animals

MOUSE

Prostate

• DOG

Prostate Disorders

• Inflammation

• Hyperplasia

• Metaplasia

• Cysts

• Tumors

normal

DOG
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DOG

normal

DOG

normal

DOG

normal, AFTER CASTRATION Prostatic hyperplasia

DOG

DOG DOG
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DOG DOG

DOG
DOG

DOG DOG
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Prostatic metaplasia

DOG DOG

Squamous metaplasia

• ESTROGEN does this

– Grazing on high estrogen plants

– Stilbestrol administration

– Sertoli cell tumors

Prostatic Cysts

DOG

Prostatic Cysts

normal

DOG

Prostatitis

• Usually secondary to some other change 
(hyperplasia, metaplasia, cysts)

• Urinary pathogens most common

– E. coli

– Proteus

– staph, strep

• Brucella canis
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DOG DOG

DOG DOG

DOG DOG
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DOG HUMAN

Prostatic Tumors

• Carcinomas

• Often metastasized by the time of diagnosis, 
to bone – dog may present with hind limb 
weakness or paralysis

• Does not follow hyperplasia

• Castration does not protect

DOG

DOG DOG


